Summary

This sermon explores how Jesus responds to our failures through the story in Mark 9:14-29, where the
disciplesfail to cast out ademon from a boy. The pastor shares personal experiences with concealment and
spiritual battles, emphasizing that we cannot heal when we're focused on concealing our struggles. The
message highlights that Jesus doesn't abandon usin our failures but draws near with grace and compassion.
Through the story of the desperate father who brings his demon-possessed son to Jesus, we learn that
honest faith - even mixed with doubt - is acceptable to God. The father's prayer 'l believe; help my
unbelief' becomes a model for approaching Jesus with our struggles and failures.

The sermon teaches that spiritual battles require prayer and that we find healing through confession -
forgiveness comes through confessing to God, while emotional healing comes through confessing to
others. The pastor emphasizes that Jesus has already triumphed over all demonic powers through the cross,
canceling our debt and freeing us from condemnation. The message concludes with an invitation for prayer
ministry, encouraging people to bring their need for healing, deliverance, and freedom to Jesus rather than
trying to conceal their struggles.

Intro Prayer

Father, we thank Y ou for gathering us together today and for Y our Word that speaks truth into our lives.
We acknowledge that we all have areas where we struggle and fail, places where we try to conceal rather
than heal. Aswe dive into this discussion, we ask that Y ou would open our hearts to what Y ou want to
teach us today. Help us to be honest with ourselves and with each other, and give us the courage to bring
our failures and struggles into the light of Y our grace. Holy Spirit, guide our conversation and help usto
see Jesus more clearly through this time together. In Jesus name, amen.

| ce Breaker

What's one time you tried to hide or cover up something embarrassing that happened to you, but it ended
up making things worse or more noticeable?

Key Verses

1. Mark 9:14-29

2. Mark 9:24
3.1John 1:9

4. James 5:16

5. Colossians 2:13-15

Questions

1. The pastor shared that 'we can't heal when we're focused on concealing.' What are some areasin
your life where you might be more focused on hiding struggles rather than addressing them?



2. How does the father's honest prayer 'l believe; help my unbelief' resonate with your own faith
journey? When have you felt this tension between belief and doubt?

3. Thedisciplesfailed to cast out the demon and later asked Jesus privately why they couldn't do it.
What can we learn from how they handled their failure?

4. Jesus said this kind of demon 'can come out only by prayer.' How does this challenge our tendency
to try to handle spiritual battlesin our own strength?

5. The sermon mentioned that confession to God brings forgiveness, while confession to others brings
healing. Why do you think both are important for our spiritual health?

6. What's the difference between being ‘demon possessed' and experiencing spiritual '‘oppression'? How
might recognizing spiritual battles change how we approach certain struggles?

7. The pastor described feeling tormented by an 'impossible problem’ that affected him physically.
Have you ever experienced a situation where spiritual or emotional stress manifested physically?

8. How does knowing that Jesus 'triumphed over all powers and authorities' at the cross change how
we should approach fear, shame, or spiritual battlesin our lives?

Life Application

Thisweek, identify one area where you've been trying to ‘conceal’ rather than heal - whether it's a struggle,
failure, or ongoing battle. Take a step toward healing by either confessing it to God in prayer, sharing it
with atrusted friend or mentor for prayer support, or seeking help from your small group or church
community. Remember that Jesus draws near to usin our failures with grace and compassion.

Key Takeaways

1. We cannot heal when we're focused on concealing our struggles and failures

2. Jesus responds to our failures with grace and compassion, not condemnation

3. Honest faith that includes doubt is acceptable to God - 'l believe; help my unbelief' isavalid prayer
4. Spiritual battles require prayer and cannot be won through our own strength alone

5. Confession brings both forgiveness (to God) and healing (through community with others)

6. Jesus has already triumphed over all spiritual powers through the cross, freeing us from
condemnation

Ending Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank Y ou for thistime of discussion and for the truth that Y ou don't abandon usin our
failures but draw near with grace. We pray for courage to stop concealing and start healing in the areas
where we've been struggling. Help usto bring our honest faith to Y ou, even when it's mixed with doubt,
knowing that Y ou accept us as we are. Give us wisdom to know when we need prayer support from others
and humility to ask for help in our spiritual battles. Thank Y ou that through Jesus, every debt has been
canceled and every spiritual power has been defeated. Help us to walk in the freedom and victory that is
aready ours. In Jesus powerful name, amen.






