Summary

In this sermon from Mark 10:1-12, Pastor Kevin explores Jesus' teaching on marriage and divorce when
the Pharisees try to trap him with atheological debate. Jesus redirects the conversation from divorce back
to God's original design for marriage, emphasizing that marriage is God-made, not self-made. He teaches
that marriage is a covenant where two become one flesh, requiring the highest form of commitment for the
highest form of intimacy. While acknowledging that divorce can happen due to hardened hearts, Jesus
elevates the value and vision of marriage as something sacred that God wants to protect.

The pastor addresses various life situations - single, married, dating, and divorced - with pastoral care and
biblical truth. He emphasizes that divorce is not the unforgivable sin and that God offers grace, healing,
and restoration to all. The message concludes with the reminder that earthly marriage is atemporary
picture of the eternal reality of Christ'slove for the church, His bride.

Intro Prayer

Father, we come before Y ou today knowing that Y ou see each of us exactly where we are - whether single,
married, dating, or divorced. We ask that Y ou would open our hearts to receive what Y ou want to teach us
through Y our Word today. Help usto set aside any preconceived notions or past hurts, and make our hearts
good soil to receive Y our truth. We pray that Y ou would meet us by Y our grace and lead usinto Y our ways
so that we might glorify and honor Y ou. Speak to us, Lord, and help us to be receptive to what Y ou have
for our group today. In Jesus name, Amen.

| ce Breaker

What's one family tradition or heirloom that has been passed down in your family, and why is it
meaningful to you?

Key Verses

1. Mark 10:6-9

2. Genesis 2:24

3. Matthew 19:9

4. 1 Corinthians 7:14-15
5. John 4:1-42

Questions

1. How does understanding that we are 'God-made, not self-made' change your perspective on your
identity and purpose?

2. What does it mean that marriage is a covenant rather than just a contract, and how should this
impact how married couples approach their relationship?



3. The pastor mentioned that 'the highest form of intimacy is reserved for the highest form of
commitment.’ How does this biblical view challenge or affirm current cultural attitudes about
rel ationships?

4. Jesus avoided the Pharisees trap by going back to God's original design for marriage. When facing
difficult decisions, how can we apply this principle of returning to God's original intent?

5. How can single people in the church feel valued and included when there's often an emphasis on
marriage and family?

6. What doesiit look like practically to have Jesus at the center of amarriage, asillustrated by the
triangle example?

7. The sermon mentioned that ‘we can get hurt by ourselves, but we don't heal by ourselves.' How can
the church better support those going through difficult seasonsin their relationships?

8. How does knowing that earthly marriage is a picture of Christ's relationship with the church change
how we view both marriage and singleness?

Life Application

Thisweek, regardless of your relationship status, identify one specific way you can 'serve with atowel’
rather than 'keep score.' If you're married, look for opportunities to serve your spouse without expecting
anything in return. If you're single, find ways to serve othersin your community or church. If you're
dating, consider how you can put the other person's needs before your own. Practice this servant-hearted
approach daily and reflect on how it changes your perspective on relationships.

Key Takeaways

1. Marriage is God-made, not self-made, and reflects God's original design for covenant relationship
2. Jesus elevates the value of marriage while showing grace to those who have experienced divorce

3. The highest form of intimacy should be reserved for the highest form of commitment - lifelong
covenant

4. Both marriage and singleness are gifts from God, and neither is more valuable in God's kingdom

5. Healing from relational pain requires community - we don't heal alone but need God's people around
us

Ending Prayer

Heavenly Father, thank Y ou for Y our Word that speaks truth into our lives with both grace and clarity. We
pray that Y ou would help us apply what we've learned today in our relationships and daily lives. For those
who are married, strengthen their covenant and help them serve one another with love. For those who are
single, remind them of their value and purpose in Y ou. For those who have experienced the pain of divorce,
bring healing and restoration. Help us al to remember that Y ou are the ultimate source of love and
fulfillment, and that whether in marriage or singleness, we can reflect Y our glory to the world. Guide us as
we seek to live according to Y our design and purposes. In Jesus name, Amen.



