Summary

This sermon explores the relational grief Jesus experienced during his final hours, focusing on the
betrayal by Judas and denial by Peter in Mark 14. Pastor emphasizes that Jesus knew he would face
abandonment and betrayal, yet chose to suffer for us because we are his passion. The message
highlights how Jesus responds to betrayal with grace and mercy, and how he can heal our own
relational wounds. Through Peter's story of failure and restoration, we see that our failures are not the
end of our story - Jesus stands for us even when we can't stand ourselves.

Intro Prayer

Father, we thank you for gathering us together today. We ask that you would open our hearts and
minds to what you want to teach us through your Word. Help us to be receptive to your Spirit's leading
and to see Jesus more clearly through this time together. Give us courage to be honest about our
own struggles and failures, and help us to receive your grace and healing. We pray that you would
speak to each person here according to their specific needs. In Jesus' name, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one hobby or interest that you were really excited about trying but never actually followed
through with? (Like the pastor's daughter and the skateboard!)

Key Verses

—

Mark 14:43-50
Mark 14:66-72
Hebrews 4:15-16
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Isaiah 53:3

Questions

1. How does knowing that Jesus experienced betrayal and abandonment change your perspective
on your own relational struggles?

2. What do you think motivated Judas to betray Jesus, and how can we guard against similar
motivations in our own lives?

3. Peter denied Jesus three times after boldly declaring he would never abandon him. What causes
the gap between our good intentions and our actual actions?

4. The pastor mentioned that 'the closer the relationship, the deeper the pain.' How have you
experienced this truth in your own life?
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5. Jesus remained silent when falsely accused but spoke boldly when asked about his identity.
When should we defend ourselves and when should we remain silent?

6. How does Peter's restoration after his failure give you hope for your own mistakes and failures?
7. What does it mean practically to 'make Jesus your primary passion' in daily life?

8. The message emphasized that we heal in community, not alone. How can we create safe spaces
for people to share their struggles and find healing?

Life Application

This week, identify one area where you may be 'following Jesus at a distance' rather than making him
your primary passion. Take one specific step to draw closer to him - whether through prayer, reading
Scripture, serving others, or having an honest conversation with a trusted friend about your spiritual
life.

Key Takeaways

1. Jesus experienced the deepest relational grief and betrayal, so he understands our pain
completely

Make Jesus your primary passion in life rather than following him at a distance
If you have been betrayed, bring your pain to Jesus for healing rather than trying to handle it alone

Our failures are not the end of our story - Jesus stands for us even when we fail
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God wants to give us new hearts that can forgive others and love again

Ending Prayer

Father, thank you for Jesus who suffered betrayal and abandonment so that we would never have to
face our struggles alone. We thank you that he understands our pain and stands with us in our
darkest moments. Help us to make Jesus our primary passion and to bring our hurts to him for
healing. Give us the courage to forgive those who have hurt us and to receive forgiveness for the
ways we have hurt others. Help us to remember that our failures are not the end of our story, but
opportunities for your grace to be displayed. Fill us with your love and compassion so that we can be
instruments of healing in the lives of others. In Jesus' name, Amen.
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