Summary

This sermon explores the trial of Jesus from Mark 15:1-15, examining how Jesus faced accusations,
crowds, and ultimately the cross. The message contrasts Jesus' focus on the cross with Pilate's
focus on the crowd, highlighting how Jesus maintained confidence in God's plan despite external
pressure. The sermon emphasizes that we often replace Jesus with idols in our lives, but Jesus
offers the ultimate 'jersey swap' - exchanging His righteousness for our sin. Through the story of
Barabbas being released while Jesus went to the cross, we see the gospel message that Jesus died
in our place, offering salvation to all who accept His sacrifice.

Intro Prayer

Heavenly Father, we come before You today with open hearts and minds. We thank You for Your
incredible love and the sacrifice of Your Son Jesus. As we gather together to study Your Word, we ask
that You would speak to each of us individually. Help us to be receptive to what You want to teach us
today. Remove any distractions or preconceived notions, and help us to truly hear from You. We pray
that our discussion would draw us closer to You and to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker

If you could swap places with anyone for a day (celebrity, historical figure, fictional character, etc.),
who would it be and why?

Key Verses

—

Mark 15:1-15
Galatians 1:10
Matthew 11:28
John 16:33

2 Corinthians 5:21
2 Corinthians 5:17
Romans 3:23

Romans 5:8
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Romans 10:9

Questions

1. What does it mean to focus on the cross rather than the crowd? How can we practically apply this
in our daily lives?
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Pastor Dustin mentioned that 'the more time I'm intimate with God, the less time I'll be intimidated
by people.' How can we develop greater intimacy with God?

How do you distinguish between external pressure and internal stress in your own life? What helps
you maintain peace during high-pressure situations?

. What are some modern-day 'idols' that people might replace Jesus with? Have you ever found
yourself prioritizing something above your relationship with God?

. Jesus remained silent during much of His trial. When might silence be a sign of strength rather
than weakness? How do we know when to speak up versus when to remain quiet?

. The sermon describes the 'jersey swap' between Jesus and us. What does it mean to you
personally that Jesus took your place on the cross?

Barabbas was a murderer who went free while Jesus died. How does this story illustrate the
concept of grace and undeserved favor?

. What does it look like practically to 'surrender your life' to Jesus? How has this played out in your
own spiritual journey?

Life Application

This week, identify one area where you've been focusing more on 'the crowd' (people's opinions,
approval, or expectations) rather than 'the cross' (God's will and calling for your life). Make a
conscious effort to shift your focus by spending extra time in prayer and Scripture reading about that
specific area. When you feel pressure from others' opinions, remind yourself of your identity in Christ
and make decisions based on His truth rather than human approval.

Key Takeaways

. You cannot focus on the crowd and the cross at the same time - what you focus on determines
your peace and direction

. Silence is not weakness when you know who is in control - Jesus demonstrated confidence
through His quiet trust in the Father

. We don't just reject Jesus, we replace Him with idols - anything we prioritize above God becomes
an idol in our lives

. Jesus offers the ultimate 'jersey swap' - exchanging His righteousness for our sin through His
death and resurrection

High pressure doesn't have to equal high stress when we are intimate with God rather than
intimidated by people

Ending Prayer
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Lord Jesus, thank You for the incredible love You demonstrated on the cross. Thank You for taking
our place and offering us the greatest exchange in history - Your righteousness for our sin. Help us to
keep our eyes focused on You rather than on the opinions and pressures of this world. Give us the
confidence that comes from knowing You are in control, even when life feels overwhelming. Show us
any idols we may have placed above You, and help us to surrender them completely. May we live
each day remembering the price You paid for our freedom and responding with grateful hearts and
surrendered lives. In Your precious name we pray, Amen.
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