Summary

This Easter sermon from Mark 16:1-8 focuses on the resurrection of Jesus and its personal
implications for believers. Pastor Kevin emphasizes that the resurrection is a historical event
supported by eyewitness testimony, the empty tomb, and the transformation of the disciples. The
message highlights how Jesus calls people by name, particularly noting the angel's specific mention
of Peter despite his denial of Christ. This demonstrates God's grace and inclusion of those who feel
they have failed. The sermon concludes with the truth that no one is too far gone for God's love and
forgiveness, as demonstrated through the resurrection power that can transform any life.

Intro Prayer

Father, as we gather together today, we thank You for bringing each person here to hear Your word.
We ask that You would open our hearts and minds to what You want to teach us through this time
together. Holy Spirit, speak to us and help us to be receptive to Your truth. We don't need just words
from man, but we need to hear from You. Guide our discussion and help us to grow closer to You and
to one another. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.

Ice Breaker

What is one of your favorite names and why? It could be your own name, a family member's name, or
just a name you think sounds beautiful or meaningful.

Key Verses

1. Mark 16:1-8
2. John11:25
3. 1 Timothy 1:15

Questions

1. The women came to the tomb expecting to find Jesus' body, but instead found an empty tomb.
How do you think they felt in that moment of confusion and surprise?

2. Why do you think the angel specifically mentioned Peter by name when giving instructions to tell
the disciples about Jesus' resurrection?

3. The pastor mentioned that Saturday (between crucifixion and resurrection) was a day of grief and
uncertainty for the followers. Have you experienced a 'Saturday' season in your life? How did you
get through it?

4. What evidence for the resurrection mentioned in the sermon do you find most compelling, and
why?
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5. The disciples went from hiding in fear to boldly proclaiming the gospel. What do you think caused
such a dramatic transformation in their lives?

6. How does knowing that Jesus specifically included Peter despite his denial encourage you in your
own relationship with God?

7. The sermon emphasized that 'you can't out-sin the cross.' What does this mean to you personally?

8. If someone asked you 'How do we know Jesus really rose from the dead?', how would you
respond based on what we discussed today?

Life Application

This week, think of someone in your life who might feel like they are 'on the outside' or have failed in
some way. Reach out to them with an encouraging word, letting them know they are valued and
included. Consider sharing how God's grace has worked in your own life, and if appropriate, invite
them to experience the hope and restoration that comes through Jesus.

Key Takeaways

1. The resurrection of Jesus is a historical event supported by eyewitness testimony, the empty
tomb, and the transformation of the disciples

2. God calls us by name and includes us in His family, even when we feel like failures or think we're
disqualified
3. Nooneis too far gone for God's love and forgiveness - you cannot out-sin the cross

4. The resurrection validates the work of the cross and gives us hope that God can overcome
anything in our lives

5. Jesus is still changing and transforming lives today, just as He did with Peter and the early
disciples

Ending Prayer

Father, thank You for the powerful truth of the resurrection and what it means for our lives. Thank You
that You know each of us by name and that no one is too far gone for Your love and grace. Help us to
live in the reality of the empty tomb this week, knowing that the same power that raised Jesus from
the dead is available to transform our lives. Give us courage to share this hope with others who need
to know they are included in Your love. May we go from this place with renewed faith and boldness to
live for You. In the powerful name of Jesus we pray, Amen.
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